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Dr. Sue Gilmore
MESSAGE FROM CCAE STATE PRESIDENT

On behalf of the Executive
Board (Matthew Smith,
President-Elect, Mike Wada,
Vice President, Joanne
Durkee, Secretary, and Brian
Kelley, Past President) I
would like to welcome you to
the 2006-2007 year. It
promises to be a memorable
and challenging year as we
demonstrate that we are

“Wild about Adult Education.” Plan to join us May 3-5,
2007 in Fresno for the State Conference.

Last year CCAE showed our leadership in promoting adult
education by supporting legislation and working
cooperatively with the California Department of Education,
the Adult Education Council of the Association of California
School Administrators, and the California Adult Education
Administrators Association. It was a good year for adult
education legislation. Two of CCAE’s highest legislative
priorities, the reauthorization of the CBET program and the
expansion of the CAHSEE to include a Saturday offering,
were approved by the legislature. As I am writing this we
don’t know if the Governor will sign the two bills but
because of the fact that they both passed the legislature
and went to the Governor, we should be proud. The passage
of these two bills demonstrates the effectiveness of CCAE
and the adult education community in general.

Once again membership is a major focus of your Executive
Board. There are about 17,000 adult education teachers,
support staff, and administrators in California and only 20%
are CCAE members. Of the 3,350 members of the Association
only 143 (4%) are Centurion Members and even fewer, 47
(1%) are Sesquicenturion Members. Our goal is to increase
these numbers this year as well as the number of
Institutional Members. It is sad that only 87 of our
programs are Institutional Members. With 175 districts
having ADA above 100 this represents just 50% of the
districts. With all of the advocacy work that CCAE does on
their behalf we want to increase that number.

Another goal is to become more paperless. You will be
receiving a request to provide your e-mail address. This
will enable us to send information about conferences,
workshops, and legislative updates in a timely manner. We
hope these activities will help develop better and more
rapid dissemination of information.

Other goals include legislative advocacy, professional
development, and recognition of leaders in adult
education. Tim Shaw, Legislative Chair and Jeff Frost,
Legislative Advocate will lead out legislative activities.
Mike Wada will chair our Legislative Action Day on March
12, 2007. Sandy Price and Margaret Rogers will lead our
professional development activities along with John
Ballinger and Maria Pinto who will chair the state
conference. Annette Beck and Glenda Lopez will co-chair
our awards committee. It should be an exciting year!

As state president, I look forward to visiting Section
events. I’m looking forward to representing you during the
coming year. Please e-mail me with your thoughts and
concerns at adult_education1856@comcast.net
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THANKS CA CONSORTIUM
CCAE’s Professional Development Committee gratefully acknowledges the CA State Consortium for Adult
Education for its continuing support by electronically advertising training opportunities to the adult
education field.

GOOD LUCK, JEAN SCOTT
All of us in adult education wish to thank Jean Scott for the great job she did as the Administrator of the Adult
Education Office. CCAE is especially appreciative of the support, collaboration, and cooperation she gave to us.
We wish her the best in her new position as Chief, Office of Victim and Survivors Rights with the Department
of Corrections.

IMPORTANT DATES
Legislative Day

Monday, March 12, 2007
Training on Sunday, March 11

Sacramento Hyatt Regency Hotel

CCAE State Conference
May 3-5, 2007

Fresno Radisson Hotel

State Board Meetings
Feb. 3 - San Francisco Sheraton

Fisherman’s Wharf
May 5 - Fresno Radisson

LOOKING FOR E-MAIL ADDRESSES
CCAE is looking to move into the 21st Century. But we need your help! Please
send your e-mail address to us at the following address:
ccae1@sbcglobal.net.
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2006 LEGISLATION SESSION:
A GOOD YEAR FOR
ADULT EDUCATION
As the 2006 session of the California State Legislature
comes to a close, it has been a good year for CCAE and
for adult education legislation. Two of CCAE’s highest
legislative priorities, the reauthorization of the CBET program and the expansion of
the CAHSEE to include a Saturday offering have become law.

For the last two years CCAE has been working to ensure reauthorization of the
Community Based English Tutoring (CBET) program. Originally established as a part
of Proposition 227, the program was funded for a ten-year period. The program is
set to sunset on July 1, 2007. SB 368, carried by Senator Martha Escutia, would
reauthorize the CBET program and make a number of reforms to the program that
would focus services on parents and guardians of children in the public schools and
would expand the accountability and data collection of the CBET program. SB 368
has passed the legislature and has been signed into law by the Governor.

For the last two years CCAE has been working on expanding the number of offerings
for the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) and ensuring that one
offering would include two Saturdays. In January Assembly Member Judy Chu
introduced AB 2040 to expand the total number of CAHSEE offerings by two. This
action was supported not only by CCAE but was also supported by Superintendent of
Public Instruction Jack O’Connell. This support was a part of the Superintendent’s
on-going effort to create remediation opportunities for high school students at risk
of not passing the CAHSEE. While the bill was moving through the legislature, $5.1
million was included in the final 2006-07 State Budget to expand CAHSEE offerings.
With these targeted funds included in the budget the Superintendent has been
assured of the resources needed to expand the total number of offerings. CCAE is
confident that a Saturday offering will be added next year.

The 2006 legislature ended on August 31st, 2006, and will be viewed as one of the
most successful in recent years for adult educators. In 2005 the legislature passed
AB 23 (Liu) that ended the long stalemate on the old adult education audits and
reformed the adult education funding model to allow for unused funds to be
redistributed to small programs and large programs that were clearly underserved.
This year both the Governor and the legislature have prioritized two of CCAE’s highest
priorities related to CBET reauthorization and the CAHSEE. The passage of these bills
is an example of the effectiveness of CCAE and the adult education community.

CCAE Legislative Analyst
Update From Jeff Frost EIGHT HONORED WITH LIFE MEMBERSHIPS

CCAE Life Memberships are bestowed on individuals who have made significant contributions to both adult education and
CCAE over a number of years and are in the process of retiring from active participation in the adult education family. The
following educators were added to the roll of CCAE Life Members.

Holda Dorsey was an educator for Hacienda La Puente Adult Education for 38 years and supervised several important adult
education programs. She was the CCAE State President in 1993-94. Pat Longan was a teacher for Tualre Adult School for 16
years. During that period of time he was the CCAE Chapter President and sat on the State Legislative Committee for three
years as the Central Section Representative. Mark O’Brien joined the Mt. Diablo Adult Education program in 1968 and had an
association with the school for the ensuing thirty-eight years. He was a strong supporter of CCAE. Mary Ann Radigonda has
played an important role with the Martinez Adult School as a classified employee. She was a strong supporter of CCAE and
was awarded the Bay Section’s Support Person of Excellence in 1997. Rock Smith recently retired as the Principal of
Chowchilla Adult School. During his 20 years at the school he was heavily involved in CCAE including roles as the Central
Section President and Chair of the 2000 State Conference. Lis Sierra played a key role as the ESL Department Chair of
Bakersfield Adult School. She was also instrumental as a membership recruiter for the local CCAE chapter. Kathy Eguina’s
retirement from Elk Grove Adult School will be greatly missed by the school and the Northern Section. She was a most
important person in the success of the school. In CCAE, she served as CCAE State Secretary, Co-Chair of both the 2001 and
2006 State conference, Chair of the Northern Section Awards Committee for many years, and numerous other assignments.
Linda West retired as the Managing Director of CCAE and received this year’s prestigious CCAE Donald A. McCune Collaborative
Award (see page 4).

LONG TERM CARE
PROTECT YOUR ASSETS AND STAY INDEPENDENT!

Group Discounted Rates are provided to:

California Council of Adult Educators Members

Specialists in Long Term Care Insurance 
Services, Inc. has helped many CCAE
members protect themselves against 
the costs of Long Term Care, which 
includes:
• Home Care
• Assisted Living
• Nursing Care

For more information about the CCAE approved group discounted Long Term Care Insurance 
plan(s), please complete the questionnaire below, or call us @ 1-800-764-6585
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The success of any adult school rests on
the abilities of its teachers. A “hot topic”
over the last few years has been the issue
of persistence, how do we retain
students. The teachers we recognized
with the Excellence in Teaching Award
demonstrate that the retention of
students relies heavily upon the ability
of the teacher.

Mt. Diablo Adult Education (Bay Section)
is proud to have Martha Campbell as a
mainstay of their ESL/Family Literacy
Program. She is a mentor to other
teachers, instructional aides, and the
babysitters. All look to her for
inspiration, information, and
encouragement. Marty’s excellent work
through communication and
collaboration at a district elementary
site has contributed greatly to the
district’s awareness of the role and value
of adult education.

Pat Cowles is a Level 2 ESL teacher for
Bakersfield Adult School (Central
Section). Pat wears many hats beyond the
classroom, including presenting at
Central Section Conferences, serving on
the WASC Leadership Team, organizing
and running a Saturday morning
“Conversation Café” for ESL students,
serving as Department Chair, and being a
strong supporter of CCAE. As recognition
of her talent, the Kern County
Superintendent of Schools inducted Pat
into its Teacher Hall of Fame in 2000.

Barbara Weitzen is a full-time
Vocational Nursing teacher and the
Vocational Nursing Director for
Grossmont Adult School (Southern
Section). Her nominator for this award
stated that Bobbie has participated in
the education of nearly one thousand
nurses who have cared for countless
thousands of patients in hospitals,
nursing homes, and other settings. A
priority for her as an instructor is to
instill critical thinking skills into her
students.

Kathleen Lynn Wong is a nursing
instructor with the Harbor Occupational
Center in the Division of Adult and Career
Education (DACE) in the Los Angeles

Unified School District (Los Angeles
Metro Section). Says Kathleen, “I love
teaching; it suits me well. The every day
challenge of helping a variety of learners
succeed is rewarding. I believe that
Adult Education is the crown jewel of
LAUSD.” She has won many awards for her
abilities and achievements.

Judy Sahm is an ESL teacher for
Kennedy-San Fernando CAS in the Los
Angeles Unified School district (Los
Angeles Metro Section). She taught at
every level of ESL, beginning,
intermediate and advanced.Then, she
began a Saturday Citizenship class that
drew high enrollments. When the
Community Based English Tutoring (CBET)
came along she was drafted into that
program, a perfect match for her talents.
She spends her spare time locating
additional CBET sites.

Norma Guzman taught ESL and Parent
Education classes for the Baldwin Park
Adult and Community Education program
(South Coast Section). Her nominator
said, “Norma Guzman has inspired many
people with her creativity and superb
teaching style in her 31 years of teaching
adult education. Her service to students
and her colleagues exemplifies the very
highest standards, diligence and
dedication.” From one of her students,
“She is the person who has changed my
life! She showed me how to grow as a
mother, a student, and that I am someone
who can accomplish my goals. She gives
her students unconditional support.” It is
with deep sadness that we report that
Norma Guzman passed away this past
summer.

Esther Lomeli is an ESL and Citizenship
teacher with Montebello Adult School
(South Coast Section). She began her
association with adult education as a
student, followed by sixteen years as a
classified employee and the last ten years
she has spent as a teacher. She motivates
her students to follow their dreams, just
as she has. Her dream was to become a
teacher, and she achieved her dream. She
fills her classes with encouragement,
support, and excellent instruction. She has

been in CCAE 18 years and has served twice
as her chapter president.

Marti Rao is an ABE/GED Preparation
Teacher and ABE Curriculum Specialist
with the Metropolitan Adult Education
Program in San Jose (Bay Section).
Because of her broad educational
background, Marti is eminently capable
of being a mentor and supporter of her
colleagues. She has the ability to pull
diverse elements together into a
cohesive whole. After four decades in
education, she continues to work at
expanding her knowledge. Education
continues to be her life passion.

Judy Judilla is an ESL teacher with San
Bernardino Adult School (Southern
Section). She has shown great enthusiasm
for teaching and has been a wonderful
supporter of CCAE as a presenter at
conferences and in getting others
involved in the activities of the
organization. Her concern for her
students drives her to help them in
activities beyond the classroom. Helping
them to get jobs, obtain driver and
business licenses is all part of her
efforts.

Mark Kavanagh is in the academics
program at Abram Friedman Occupational
Center is the Los Angeles Unified School
District (Los Angeles Metro Section). He
is a highly respected instructor and is
looked upon as a true role model by many
of his peers. In his nomination papers,
the following terms were inserted to
describe him: deserving, humble, expert,
professional, very best teachers,
dependable, exemplary role model,
driving force. We also thank Mark for his
many presentations at section, state, and
national conferences.

Brenda Horne is an instructor in the
medical field for Azusa Adult School
(South Coast Section). She teaches the
full range of medical classes, from Ward
Clerk and Terminology to Pharmacology
and Anatomy and Physiology. She has
been instrumental in locating facilities
for her student’s hands-on training. This
hard working and dedicated teacher has
won several local awards, and she shares

CCAE RECOGNIZES 15 OUTSTANDING ADULT ED TEACHERS
The Excellence in Teaching Award is presented annually at the CCAE State Conference
to teachers from around the state who are recognized as Master Teachers.

(Continued on page 5)

CCAE State Executive Board: Left to right, President-
Elect Matthew Smith (Bassett Adult School – South
Coast Section); Vice President Mike Wada (Fremont
Washington CAS – LA Metro Section; President Dr.
Susan Lytle Gilmore (Sac-City Adult – Northern
Section; Secretary Joanne Durkee (Mt. Diablo Adult
Education – Bay Section); Past President Brian Kelley
(Tulare Adult School – Central Section)

KIRKPATRICK AND BRENDZAL
ELECTED TO STATE BOARD
Margaret Kirkpatrick and Kathy Brendzal have been named
to the CCAE State Executive Board by their respective
Sections. Both have served adult education and CCAE for many
years. Margaret was selected by the Bay Section to be the next
State Vice President. She will continue on as President-Elect,
President, and Past President. She is the Principal at Berkeley
Adult School and was the State Legislative Chair for four years.
She was this year’s recipient of the Award of Merit (see page
5). Kathy is a Vice Principal and site administrator in
Montebello Adult School. She has served CCAE as a chapter
president, South Coast Section President, Co-Chair of the
CCAE/COABE National Conference in Anaheim, and in many other
capacities. The Secretary position is for two years. Both
Margaret and Kathy will be installed at the State Conference
in Fresno, and officially take office July 1, 2007.

STATE BOARD PONDERS
IMPORTANT ISSUES
The CCAE State Board is composed of the Executive Board, the
six Section Presidents, and other representatives from the
sections. At the October Board meeting, two very important
issues were discussed.

CCAE State receives all of its funding from two sources,
membership fees and the State Conference. While the income
side has remained relatively stable, the expense side of the
books has slowly risen to the point that there is not sufficient
funding to carry out needed projects. It has been fifteen years
since dues have been raised, but that topic is now under
consideration. The State Board would like to have discussions
at the Chapter and Section levels before any action is taken.
CAAE dues are the lowest of any of the professional groups and
any increase would probably be in the $10-30 per range, ($1-
3 per month through payroll deductions).

There is also discussion underway on whether the organization
should change its officers’ terms and have the President serve
a two-year term. Many feel that a single year is too short for
someone to follow through on their projects. The Past
Presidents Council will review this issue and make a general
recommendation to the State Board.

CCAE Section Presidents: Left to right, Central
Section, Marie Pinto (Tulare Adult); Southern Section,
Charlene Bader (Grossmont Adult); Bay Section, Art
Galindo (Martinez Adult); South Coast Section, Susen
Broellos (Baldwin Park Adult); LA Metro Section
Janet MacLeod (Evans CAS, LAUSD); not pictured,
Northern Section, Nancy Compton (Sac-City Adult).
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her knowledge and experience as a
presenter at conferences.

Marion Haynes is an ESL teacher at
Fremont-Washington Community Adult
School in the Los Angeles Unified School
District (Los Angeles Metro Section). Her
rewards come from teaching the most
basic of classes, Beginning Literacy ESL.
She has the ability to motivate,
encourage and enrich the lives of her
students. In her district she has been
recognized for excellence when she
received the E. Manfred Evans award.

Brenda Cunningham has been a Parent
Education and Resource Teacher for Elk
Grove Adult and Community Education
program (Northern Section) since 1994.

Brenda has designed and provided parent
education and family literacy instruction
at the Sacramento County Jail and Rio
Cosumnes Correction Center. She has also
developed and implemented training for Elk
Grove’s Parent Involvement Liaisons, CBET
teachers, and the Even Start and Migrant
Even Start Family Literacy programs.
Brenda is a key person in Elk Grove.

Virginia Espana is a Computer
Applications Instructor at Bassett Adult
School (South Coast Section). She was the
first teacher hired to teach computers at
the school and began with the most basic
programs. Now she teaches nine
Computer Applications courses, all of
which she designed. Many of her students
have gone on to successful careers in

fields that require computer knowledge.
Virginia was employed as an
Instructional Aide at the Bassett Adult
School and underwent the long process of
working full-time while earning a college
diploma in order to teach.

Judy Ramirez works with the special
needs population at Tulare Adult School
(Central Section). She is currently located
at the Adult Activity Center where she
provides living skills training, along with
reading, writing and other basic
academic skills for her students. Judy
says, “The most important thing they can
provide for their students is a place
where they can go every day to be with
their peers, enjoy life, and be treated
fairly and with respect.”

CCAE RECOGNIZES 15 OUTSTANDING ADULT ED TEACHERS (Continued from page 3)

Robert Rupert Award
SUE GILMORE IS RECOGNIZED
The recipient must be an adult educator whose impact
upon adult education is widely acknowledged.
Leadership and contributions to adult education at the
local, state, and national levels, and to CCAE have
been exceptional.
Sue Gilmore, Principal of A. Warren McClaskey Adult Education
Center with Sacramento City Adult Education was selected this
year’s recipient of the prestigious Robert Rupert Award. She has
provided strong and stabilizing leadership over the past
thirteen years at McClaskey, an adult school for students with
disabilities. She settled down a situation that previously had
been a problem for the district. McClaskey has been designated
a Program of Excellence for the third consecutive year.

Over the past thirteen years Sue served for two years as the
administrator for Fremont School for Adults, handling two
schools simultaneously. In 1999 she served as the Interim
Assistant Superintendent for the Adult and Continuing
Education Division of Sacramento City Unified School District.

She is a member of a number of professional organizations and
has served in a variety of leadership positions. She is currently
the President of the California Council for Adult Education
(CCAE), was the State Chair of the State Adult Education
Committee for the Association of California School
Administrators (ACSA), and has been active as an appointee on
several California Department of Education (CDE) standing
committees. For the past nine years she has served on the
Developmental Disabilities Planning Council as appointed by
the County of Sacramento Board of Supervisors. There are many
more roles that we could mention if this were a 30 page edition
of the Communicator.

Sue is a consummate professional who believes strongly in
empowering individuals to serve their communities.

Steve Prantalos Selected

GEORGE C. MANN DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE AWARD
This recipient must be an adult educator who has been
in the profession for at least 10 years and has
demonstrated leadership abilities through consistent
service to CCAE in the chapter, section AND state levels.

Steve Prantalos is currently the Executive Director for CCAE.
During his 38 years in education he has been involved in every
level of education as a K-8 School Board member, 9-12 teacher
and principal, adult education administrator at the Baldwin
Park Adult and Community program, and taught adult education
classes at the University. After his retirement from Baldwin
Park, he became Executive Director of CCAE in 1999.

Besides his current role, Steve has been very active in CCAE over

the years. He served as a Chapter President, the South Coast
Section President, and chaired or co-chaired one national, two
state, and five section conferences. He originated and
organized the first South Coast Section Classified Conference, a
one-day event attended by over 200 classified employees. He
has also organized or reorganized seven new chapters.

He has been involved in WASC, having filled 30 assignments,
mostly as a Visiting Chair.

During his tenure as Executive Director he has visited over 60
adult schools, established the Past Presidents’ Council to
review problem issues, led a two-year review and rewriting of
the CCAE Constitution and Bylaws, landed and co-chaired a
COABE National Conference in California, instituted the annual
Officers Planning Meeting, initiated the development of a CCAE
Archives, and established the current office as an Executive
Director position rather than a Executive Secretary position.

LINDA WEST RECEIVES DONALD A.
MCCUNE COLLABORATIVE AWARD
The recipient must be an adult educator who has
established collaborative agreements among
agencies over a span of five years or more in order to
enhance services to the adult learner.

Prior to her recent retirement, Linda West was the Managing
Director for the Outreach and Technical Assistance Network
(OTAN). Over the past fifteen years she has been a major voice
and force in bringing electronic communications and resources
to adult education. One only has to go to the OTAN Web site to
see the tremendous body of work that has been created and
maintained with Linda’s leadership.

Prior to coming to Sacramento to work for OTAN, Linda played
an important role as an employee in Hacienda La Puente and
Baldwin Park districts building Vocational ESL programs and as
an ABE/EDL Resource Teacher. Her excellent organizational skills
and ability to bring diverse groups together for common causes
led to her association with OTAN.

As the Managing Director she built strong relationships at all
levels of adult education. She worked collaboratively with
California Leadership Projects such as CALPRO, CASAS, and CDLP
and with California Department of Education’s Adult Education
Division.

Linda conducted an oral history project on the early days of
adult education in California which evolved into the definitive
book on the history of adult education, Meeting the Challenge,
and an accompanying film. Other credits to her include her work
in establishing the Students Succeed project, and as an
important moving force on the Sesquecentennial celebration.

In her retirement, Linda has remained active compiling the
archives for CCAE.

LAURA WALKER JEFFRIES RECEIVES
CITATION OF MERIT AWARD
The recipient must be from a profession other than
adult education who has made contributions of
outstanding value to adult education.

Laura Walker Jeffries has made outstanding contributions for
all aspects of adult education during her tenure as a Legislative
Advocate. She first became acquainted with adult education
when she assumed her current position in 2000. She was an
extremely rapid learner and became aware of adult education
issues in a very short time. Her influence since that time has
been tremendous. She was a moving force in getting the audits
resolved, an important step for all of adult education. Her
willingness to team with the other adult education advocates
has been important in developimg unified plans of action.

MARGARET KIRKPATRICK AWARD
OF MERIT
The recipient must be an adult educator and CCAE
member who has performed outstanding statewide
service to CCAE and adult education.

Margaret Kirkpatrick has the official title of Principal of
Berkeley Adult School. But like a diamond there are many more
facets: Past Bay Section President; State Legislative Chair (4
years); Conference Chair; Site coordinator for CALPRO training;
professor at UC Berkeley in teacher credentialing; a primary
writer for both the State Plan and the Program for Excellence;
and lest we forget, she was the Director of the Staff
Development Institute.

Jeff Frost noted that “Margaret is a passionate supporter and
advocate for adult education programs“. We wish to extend
congratulations to Margaret for being elected the next CCAE
State Vice President.

EXCELLENCE IN SUPPORT
SERVICES AWARD
Usually the first person that a new student interacts with when
they come on campus is a classified employee. That encounter
can have an important impact on whether the student enrolls
or leaves. At the last CCAE State conference we honored a top
classified employee from each section.

Carmen Zapata began as an Instruction Assistant in the library
at San Bernardino Adult School (Southern Section). She is now a
Bilingual Clerk II in the ESL Department. She fully understands
the needs of students and assists them in many ways.

Ana Westerhausen is the school Librarian at Baldwin Park Adult
and Community Education program (South Coast Section). She
runs a high-tech library where she teaches basic computer
literacy and schedules regular workshops in her state of the art
computer lab. Students flock to her lab and teachers utilize her
expertise on a daily basis.

Marci Padilla is an American Sign Language Interpreter with
Bakersfield Adult School (Central Section). She is dedicated to
helping the hearing impaired students reach their academic
goals. She has a strong commitment to CCAE and chaired the
membership drive.

Lynne Revel is the Administrative Secretary at Mt. Diablo
Adult Education (Bay Section). While Lynne has the extensive
skills required of this position, she goes above and beyond with
her high level of professionalism and caring. Her friendliness
and grace wins over her colleagues.

Barbara Carillo carries a busy workload at Fresno Adult School
(Central Section). In addition to her regular employment, she
serves as the CSEA Union Representative, organizes the annual
CCAE membership drive, writes the chapter newsletter, and has
participated in panels at conferences. She is a great person to
have on staff.

Dorothy James is the Assistant Plant Manager at Kennedy-San
Fernando CAS in the Los Angeles Unified School District (Los
Angeles Metro Section). She is described as a hard working,
warm and multi-talented person. She maintains a high level of
excellence which is greatly appreciated by students and staff.
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her knowledge and experience as a
presenter at conferences.

Marion Haynes is an ESL teacher at
Fremont-Washington Community Adult
School in the Los Angeles Unified School
District (Los Angeles Metro Section). Her
rewards come from teaching the most
basic of classes, Beginning Literacy ESL.
She has the ability to motivate,
encourage and enrich the lives of her
students. In her district she has been
recognized for excellence when she
received the E. Manfred Evans award.

Brenda Cunningham has been a Parent
Education and Resource Teacher for Elk
Grove Adult and Community Education
program (Northern Section) since 1994.

Brenda has designed and provided parent
education and family literacy instruction
at the Sacramento County Jail and Rio
Cosumnes Correction Center. She has also
developed and implemented training for Elk
Grove’s Parent Involvement Liaisons, CBET
teachers, and the Even Start and Migrant
Even Start Family Literacy programs.
Brenda is a key person in Elk Grove.

Virginia Espana is a Computer
Applications Instructor at Bassett Adult
School (South Coast Section). She was the
first teacher hired to teach computers at
the school and began with the most basic
programs. Now she teaches nine
Computer Applications courses, all of
which she designed. Many of her students
have gone on to successful careers in

fields that require computer knowledge.
Virginia was employed as an
Instructional Aide at the Bassett Adult
School and underwent the long process of
working full-time while earning a college
diploma in order to teach.

Judy Ramirez works with the special
needs population at Tulare Adult School
(Central Section). She is currently located
at the Adult Activity Center where she
provides living skills training, along with
reading, writing and other basic
academic skills for her students. Judy
says, “The most important thing they can
provide for their students is a place
where they can go every day to be with
their peers, enjoy life, and be treated
fairly and with respect.”

CCAE RECOGNIZES 15 OUTSTANDING ADULT ED TEACHERS (Continued from page 3)

Robert Rupert Award
SUE GILMORE IS RECOGNIZED
The recipient must be an adult educator whose impact
upon adult education is widely acknowledged.
Leadership and contributions to adult education at the
local, state, and national levels, and to CCAE have
been exceptional.
Sue Gilmore, Principal of A. Warren McClaskey Adult Education
Center with Sacramento City Adult Education was selected this
year’s recipient of the prestigious Robert Rupert Award. She has
provided strong and stabilizing leadership over the past
thirteen years at McClaskey, an adult school for students with
disabilities. She settled down a situation that previously had
been a problem for the district. McClaskey has been designated
a Program of Excellence for the third consecutive year.

Over the past thirteen years Sue served for two years as the
administrator for Fremont School for Adults, handling two
schools simultaneously. In 1999 she served as the Interim
Assistant Superintendent for the Adult and Continuing
Education Division of Sacramento City Unified School District.

She is a member of a number of professional organizations and
has served in a variety of leadership positions. She is currently
the President of the California Council for Adult Education
(CCAE), was the State Chair of the State Adult Education
Committee for the Association of California School
Administrators (ACSA), and has been active as an appointee on
several California Department of Education (CDE) standing
committees. For the past nine years she has served on the
Developmental Disabilities Planning Council as appointed by
the County of Sacramento Board of Supervisors. There are many
more roles that we could mention if this were a 30 page edition
of the Communicator.

Sue is a consummate professional who believes strongly in
empowering individuals to serve their communities.

Steve Prantalos Selected

GEORGE C. MANN DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE AWARD
This recipient must be an adult educator who has been
in the profession for at least 10 years and has
demonstrated leadership abilities through consistent
service to CCAE in the chapter, section AND state levels.

Steve Prantalos is currently the Executive Director for CCAE.
During his 38 years in education he has been involved in every
level of education as a K-8 School Board member, 9-12 teacher
and principal, adult education administrator at the Baldwin
Park Adult and Community program, and taught adult education
classes at the University. After his retirement from Baldwin
Park, he became Executive Director of CCAE in 1999.

Besides his current role, Steve has been very active in CCAE over

the years. He served as a Chapter President, the South Coast
Section President, and chaired or co-chaired one national, two
state, and five section conferences. He originated and
organized the first South Coast Section Classified Conference, a
one-day event attended by over 200 classified employees. He
has also organized or reorganized seven new chapters.

He has been involved in WASC, having filled 30 assignments,
mostly as a Visiting Chair.

During his tenure as Executive Director he has visited over 60
adult schools, established the Past Presidents’ Council to
review problem issues, led a two-year review and rewriting of
the CCAE Constitution and Bylaws, landed and co-chaired a
COABE National Conference in California, instituted the annual
Officers Planning Meeting, initiated the development of a CCAE
Archives, and established the current office as an Executive
Director position rather than a Executive Secretary position.

LINDA WEST RECEIVES DONALD A.
MCCUNE COLLABORATIVE AWARD
The recipient must be an adult educator who has
established collaborative agreements among
agencies over a span of five years or more in order to
enhance services to the adult learner.

Prior to her recent retirement, Linda West was the Managing
Director for the Outreach and Technical Assistance Network
(OTAN). Over the past fifteen years she has been a major voice
and force in bringing electronic communications and resources
to adult education. One only has to go to the OTAN Web site to
see the tremendous body of work that has been created and
maintained with Linda’s leadership.

Prior to coming to Sacramento to work for OTAN, Linda played
an important role as an employee in Hacienda La Puente and
Baldwin Park districts building Vocational ESL programs and as
an ABE/EDL Resource Teacher. Her excellent organizational skills
and ability to bring diverse groups together for common causes
led to her association with OTAN.

As the Managing Director she built strong relationships at all
levels of adult education. She worked collaboratively with
California Leadership Projects such as CALPRO, CASAS, and CDLP
and with California Department of Education’s Adult Education
Division.

Linda conducted an oral history project on the early days of
adult education in California which evolved into the definitive
book on the history of adult education, Meeting the Challenge,
and an accompanying film. Other credits to her include her work
in establishing the Students Succeed project, and as an
important moving force on the Sesquecentennial celebration.

In her retirement, Linda has remained active compiling the
archives for CCAE.

LAURA WALKER JEFFRIES RECEIVES
CITATION OF MERIT AWARD
The recipient must be from a profession other than
adult education who has made contributions of
outstanding value to adult education.

Laura Walker Jeffries has made outstanding contributions for
all aspects of adult education during her tenure as a Legislative
Advocate. She first became acquainted with adult education
when she assumed her current position in 2000. She was an
extremely rapid learner and became aware of adult education
issues in a very short time. Her influence since that time has
been tremendous. She was a moving force in getting the audits
resolved, an important step for all of adult education. Her
willingness to team with the other adult education advocates
has been important in developimg unified plans of action.

MARGARET KIRKPATRICK AWARD
OF MERIT
The recipient must be an adult educator and CCAE
member who has performed outstanding statewide
service to CCAE and adult education.

Margaret Kirkpatrick has the official title of Principal of
Berkeley Adult School. But like a diamond there are many more
facets: Past Bay Section President; State Legislative Chair (4
years); Conference Chair; Site coordinator for CALPRO training;
professor at UC Berkeley in teacher credentialing; a primary
writer for both the State Plan and the Program for Excellence;
and lest we forget, she was the Director of the Staff
Development Institute.

Jeff Frost noted that “Margaret is a passionate supporter and
advocate for adult education programs“. We wish to extend
congratulations to Margaret for being elected the next CCAE
State Vice President.

EXCELLENCE IN SUPPORT
SERVICES AWARD
Usually the first person that a new student interacts with when
they come on campus is a classified employee. That encounter
can have an important impact on whether the student enrolls
or leaves. At the last CCAE State conference we honored a top
classified employee from each section.

Carmen Zapata began as an Instruction Assistant in the library
at San Bernardino Adult School (Southern Section). She is now a
Bilingual Clerk II in the ESL Department. She fully understands
the needs of students and assists them in many ways.

Ana Westerhausen is the school Librarian at Baldwin Park Adult
and Community Education program (South Coast Section). She
runs a high-tech library where she teaches basic computer
literacy and schedules regular workshops in her state of the art
computer lab. Students flock to her lab and teachers utilize her
expertise on a daily basis.

Marci Padilla is an American Sign Language Interpreter with
Bakersfield Adult School (Central Section). She is dedicated to
helping the hearing impaired students reach their academic
goals. She has a strong commitment to CCAE and chaired the
membership drive.

Lynne Revel is the Administrative Secretary at Mt. Diablo
Adult Education (Bay Section). While Lynne has the extensive
skills required of this position, she goes above and beyond with
her high level of professionalism and caring. Her friendliness
and grace wins over her colleagues.

Barbara Carillo carries a busy workload at Fresno Adult School
(Central Section). In addition to her regular employment, she
serves as the CSEA Union Representative, organizes the annual
CCAE membership drive, writes the chapter newsletter, and has
participated in panels at conferences. She is a great person to
have on staff.

Dorothy James is the Assistant Plant Manager at Kennedy-San
Fernando CAS in the Los Angeles Unified School District (Los
Angeles Metro Section). She is described as a hard working,
warm and multi-talented person. She maintains a high level of
excellence which is greatly appreciated by students and staff.
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The success of any adult school rests on
the abilities of its teachers. A “hot topic”
over the last few years has been the issue
of persistence, how do we retain
students. The teachers we recognized
with the Excellence in Teaching Award
demonstrate that the retention of
students relies heavily upon the ability
of the teacher.

Mt. Diablo Adult Education (Bay Section)
is proud to have Martha Campbell as a
mainstay of their ESL/Family Literacy
Program. She is a mentor to other
teachers, instructional aides, and the
babysitters. All look to her for
inspiration, information, and
encouragement. Marty’s excellent work
through communication and
collaboration at a district elementary
site has contributed greatly to the
district’s awareness of the role and value
of adult education.

Pat Cowles is a Level 2 ESL teacher for
Bakersfield Adult School (Central
Section). Pat wears many hats beyond the
classroom, including presenting at
Central Section Conferences, serving on
the WASC Leadership Team, organizing
and running a Saturday morning
“Conversation Café” for ESL students,
serving as Department Chair, and being a
strong supporter of CCAE. As recognition
of her talent, the Kern County
Superintendent of Schools inducted Pat
into its Teacher Hall of Fame in 2000.

Barbara Weitzen is a full-time
Vocational Nursing teacher and the
Vocational Nursing Director for
Grossmont Adult School (Southern
Section). Her nominator for this award
stated that Bobbie has participated in
the education of nearly one thousand
nurses who have cared for countless
thousands of patients in hospitals,
nursing homes, and other settings. A
priority for her as an instructor is to
instill critical thinking skills into her
students.

Kathleen Lynn Wong is a nursing
instructor with the Harbor Occupational
Center in the Division of Adult and Career
Education (DACE) in the Los Angeles

Unified School District (Los Angeles
Metro Section). Says Kathleen, “I love
teaching; it suits me well. The every day
challenge of helping a variety of learners
succeed is rewarding. I believe that
Adult Education is the crown jewel of
LAUSD.” She has won many awards for her
abilities and achievements.

Judy Sahm is an ESL teacher for
Kennedy-San Fernando CAS in the Los
Angeles Unified School district (Los
Angeles Metro Section). She taught at
every level of ESL, beginning,
intermediate and advanced.Then, she
began a Saturday Citizenship class that
drew high enrollments. When the
Community Based English Tutoring (CBET)
came along she was drafted into that
program, a perfect match for her talents.
She spends her spare time locating
additional CBET sites.

Norma Guzman taught ESL and Parent
Education classes for the Baldwin Park
Adult and Community Education program
(South Coast Section). Her nominator
said, “Norma Guzman has inspired many
people with her creativity and superb
teaching style in her 31 years of teaching
adult education. Her service to students
and her colleagues exemplifies the very
highest standards, diligence and
dedication.” From one of her students,
“She is the person who has changed my
life! She showed me how to grow as a
mother, a student, and that I am someone
who can accomplish my goals. She gives
her students unconditional support.” It is
with deep sadness that we report that
Norma Guzman passed away this past
summer.

Esther Lomeli is an ESL and Citizenship
teacher with Montebello Adult School
(South Coast Section). She began her
association with adult education as a
student, followed by sixteen years as a
classified employee and the last ten years
she has spent as a teacher. She motivates
her students to follow their dreams, just
as she has. Her dream was to become a
teacher, and she achieved her dream. She
fills her classes with encouragement,
support, and excellent instruction. She has

been in CCAE 18 years and has served twice
as her chapter president.

Marti Rao is an ABE/GED Preparation
Teacher and ABE Curriculum Specialist
with the Metropolitan Adult Education
Program in San Jose (Bay Section).
Because of her broad educational
background, Marti is eminently capable
of being a mentor and supporter of her
colleagues. She has the ability to pull
diverse elements together into a
cohesive whole. After four decades in
education, she continues to work at
expanding her knowledge. Education
continues to be her life passion.

Judy Judilla is an ESL teacher with San
Bernardino Adult School (Southern
Section). She has shown great enthusiasm
for teaching and has been a wonderful
supporter of CCAE as a presenter at
conferences and in getting others
involved in the activities of the
organization. Her concern for her
students drives her to help them in
activities beyond the classroom. Helping
them to get jobs, obtain driver and
business licenses is all part of her
efforts.

Mark Kavanagh is in the academics
program at Abram Friedman Occupational
Center is the Los Angeles Unified School
District (Los Angeles Metro Section). He
is a highly respected instructor and is
looked upon as a true role model by many
of his peers. In his nomination papers,
the following terms were inserted to
describe him: deserving, humble, expert,
professional, very best teachers,
dependable, exemplary role model,
driving force. We also thank Mark for his
many presentations at section, state, and
national conferences.

Brenda Horne is an instructor in the
medical field for Azusa Adult School
(South Coast Section). She teaches the
full range of medical classes, from Ward
Clerk and Terminology to Pharmacology
and Anatomy and Physiology. She has
been instrumental in locating facilities
for her student’s hands-on training. This
hard working and dedicated teacher has
won several local awards, and she shares

CCAE RECOGNIZES 15 OUTSTANDING ADULT ED TEACHERS
The Excellence in Teaching Award is presented annually at the CCAE State Conference
to teachers from around the state who are recognized as Master Teachers.

(Continued on page 5)

CCAE State Executive Board: Left to right, President-
Elect Matthew Smith (Bassett Adult School – South
Coast Section); Vice President Mike Wada (Fremont
Washington CAS – LA Metro Section; President Dr.
Susan Lytle Gilmore (Sac-City Adult – Northern
Section; Secretary Joanne Durkee (Mt. Diablo Adult
Education – Bay Section); Past President Brian Kelley
(Tulare Adult School – Central Section)

KIRKPATRICK AND BRENDZAL
ELECTED TO STATE BOARD
Margaret Kirkpatrick and Kathy Brendzal have been named
to the CCAE State Executive Board by their respective
Sections. Both have served adult education and CCAE for many
years. Margaret was selected by the Bay Section to be the next
State Vice President. She will continue on as President-Elect,
President, and Past President. She is the Principal at Berkeley
Adult School and was the State Legislative Chair for four years.
She was this year’s recipient of the Award of Merit (see page
5). Kathy is a Vice Principal and site administrator in
Montebello Adult School. She has served CCAE as a chapter
president, South Coast Section President, Co-Chair of the
CCAE/COABE National Conference in Anaheim, and in many other
capacities. The Secretary position is for two years. Both
Margaret and Kathy will be installed at the State Conference
in Fresno, and officially take office July 1, 2007.

STATE BOARD PONDERS
IMPORTANT ISSUES
The CCAE State Board is composed of the Executive Board, the
six Section Presidents, and other representatives from the
sections. At the October Board meeting, two very important
issues were discussed.

CCAE State receives all of its funding from two sources,
membership fees and the State Conference. While the income
side has remained relatively stable, the expense side of the
books has slowly risen to the point that there is not sufficient
funding to carry out needed projects. It has been fifteen years
since dues have been raised, but that topic is now under
consideration. The State Board would like to have discussions
at the Chapter and Section levels before any action is taken.
CAAE dues are the lowest of any of the professional groups and
any increase would probably be in the $10-30 per range, ($1-
3 per month through payroll deductions).

There is also discussion underway on whether the organization
should change its officers’ terms and have the President serve
a two-year term. Many feel that a single year is too short for
someone to follow through on their projects. The Past
Presidents Council will review this issue and make a general
recommendation to the State Board.

CCAE Section Presidents: Left to right, Central
Section, Marie Pinto (Tulare Adult); Southern Section,
Charlene Bader (Grossmont Adult); Bay Section, Art
Galindo (Martinez Adult); South Coast Section, Susen
Broellos (Baldwin Park Adult); LA Metro Section
Janet MacLeod (Evans CAS, LAUSD); not pictured,
Northern Section, Nancy Compton (Sac-City Adult).
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Steve Prantalos – Executive Director

Jeff Frost – Legislative Analyst

Chesty Peterson – Financial Manager

Angie Knott – Officer Manager

2006 LEGISLATION SESSION:
A GOOD YEAR FOR
ADULT EDUCATION
As the 2006 session of the California State Legislature
comes to a close, it has been a good year for CCAE and
for adult education legislation. Two of CCAE’s highest
legislative priorities, the reauthorization of the CBET program and the expansion of
the CAHSEE to include a Saturday offering have become law.

For the last two years CCAE has been working to ensure reauthorization of the
Community Based English Tutoring (CBET) program. Originally established as a part
of Proposition 227, the program was funded for a ten-year period. The program is
set to sunset on July 1, 2007. SB 368, carried by Senator Martha Escutia, would
reauthorize the CBET program and make a number of reforms to the program that
would focus services on parents and guardians of children in the public schools and
would expand the accountability and data collection of the CBET program. SB 368
has passed the legislature and has been signed into law by the Governor.

For the last two years CCAE has been working on expanding the number of offerings
for the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) and ensuring that one
offering would include two Saturdays. In January Assembly Member Judy Chu
introduced AB 2040 to expand the total number of CAHSEE offerings by two. This
action was supported not only by CCAE but was also supported by Superintendent of
Public Instruction Jack O’Connell. This support was a part of the Superintendent’s
on-going effort to create remediation opportunities for high school students at risk
of not passing the CAHSEE. While the bill was moving through the legislature, $5.1
million was included in the final 2006-07 State Budget to expand CAHSEE offerings.
With these targeted funds included in the budget the Superintendent has been
assured of the resources needed to expand the total number of offerings. CCAE is
confident that a Saturday offering will be added next year.

The 2006 legislature ended on August 31st, 2006, and will be viewed as one of the
most successful in recent years for adult educators. In 2005 the legislature passed
AB 23 (Liu) that ended the long stalemate on the old adult education audits and
reformed the adult education funding model to allow for unused funds to be
redistributed to small programs and large programs that were clearly underserved.
This year both the Governor and the legislature have prioritized two of CCAE’s highest
priorities related to CBET reauthorization and the CAHSEE. The passage of these bills
is an example of the effectiveness of CCAE and the adult education community.

CCAE Legislative Analyst
Update From Jeff Frost EIGHT HONORED WITH LIFE MEMBERSHIPS

CCAE Life Memberships are bestowed on individuals who have made significant contributions to both adult education and
CCAE over a number of years and are in the process of retiring from active participation in the adult education family. The
following educators were added to the roll of CCAE Life Members.

Holda Dorsey was an educator for Hacienda La Puente Adult Education for 38 years and supervised several important adult
education programs. She was the CCAE State President in 1993-94. Pat Longan was a teacher for Tualre Adult School for 16
years. During that period of time he was the CCAE Chapter President and sat on the State Legislative Committee for three
years as the Central Section Representative. Mark O’Brien joined the Mt. Diablo Adult Education program in 1968 and had an
association with the school for the ensuing thirty-eight years. He was a strong supporter of CCAE. Mary Ann Radigonda has
played an important role with the Martinez Adult School as a classified employee. She was a strong supporter of CCAE and
was awarded the Bay Section’s Support Person of Excellence in 1997. Rock Smith recently retired as the Principal of
Chowchilla Adult School. During his 20 years at the school he was heavily involved in CCAE including roles as the Central
Section President and Chair of the 2000 State Conference. Lis Sierra played a key role as the ESL Department Chair of
Bakersfield Adult School. She was also instrumental as a membership recruiter for the local CCAE chapter. Kathy Eguina’s
retirement from Elk Grove Adult School will be greatly missed by the school and the Northern Section. She was a most
important person in the success of the school. In CCAE, she served as CCAE State Secretary, Co-Chair of both the 2001 and
2006 State conference, Chair of the Northern Section Awards Committee for many years, and numerous other assignments.
Linda West retired as the Managing Director of CCAE and received this year’s prestigious CCAE Donald A. McCune Collaborative
Award (see page 4).

LONG TERM CARE
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