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About the Workshop: Building Canvas Courses

Take your Canvas courses from functional to exceptional! In this interactive session,
we’ll dive into practical ways to design courses that are visually engaging, easy to
navigate, and inclusive for all learners. Explore how thoughtful use of modules, pages,
and multimedia can enhance student motivation and connection. We’ll also highlight
accessibility essentials and Universal Design for Learning (UDL) strategies that make
content more usable and equitable. No matter your experience level, you’ll walk away
with design frameworks, real examples, and quick wins to help your Canvas courses
truly support teaching and learning.

About the Co-Presenter: Dana Thom

Dana Thompson is an educational technology leader and instructional
designer with experience helping educators create engaging, accessible,
and effective online learning environments. As Director of Educational
Tech & Information Systems for Oak Park Unified School District and a
consultant with the Outreach and Technical Assistance Network (OTAN),
she supports teachers in building high-quality Canvas courses through
training in instructional design, accessibility, and Universal Design for
Learning (UDL). Dana is passionate about empowering educators to use
technology with purpose—creating digital learning experiences that foster
connection, inclusion, and increase student engagement.

About the Co-Presenter: Chris Vela Che

Chris Vela Che is an adult educator who teaches multilingual adult learners
at the pre-literacy and beginning low English proficiency levels. She has
contributed to the creation of the Classroom & Community Connection
curriculum and a Canvas OER course designed for multilingual adult
learners. Chris also cohosts the monthly ESL Learning Community, both in
person and online—a collaborative space where educators share and
demonstrate engaging ESL lessons on a variety of topics. She has
presented and facilitated trainings on a variety of topics, including digital
literacy integration, community-building through video creation, fostering
self-advocacy in the ESL classroom, teaching with GIFs, effective
onboarding practices, and Canvas course design.
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